RECOMMENDED WARRANT OFFICER CRITERIA

1.  MOS: 5502    





TITLE:  BAND OFFICER
     Sponsor: CWO4 J. A. FORD, JR.


Phone: 784-9391

2.  Duties performed:  Band officers manage, administer and coordinate musical performances, internal operations, training and employment of a Marine Corps Band.  In a combat environment when musical performance becomes impractical, they lead Marine Corps Bands in augmenting headquarters defense.  Band officers function as special staff officers of the commanding general by providing information and recommendations on the use, current capabilities, standing procedures and policies governing the operation of a Marine Corps Band.  They develop unit budgets, sustainment training and the annual operational plans for Marine Corps Bands.  Band officers conduct regular coordination and direct liaison with their command, HQMC public affairs, civilian agencies, and the recruiting service to provide musical support for ceremonies, community relations and personnel procurement programs. 

3.  Required Schools:  Senior Musician Course (formerly Enlisted Band Leader Course)

4.  Desirable Schools:  Baccalaureate Degree in music

5.  Desirable Past Assignments:

Instructor, Armed Forces School of Music


Recruiting Duty as District Musician Technical Assistant (MTA)


Bandmaster


Enlisted Conductor


Small Ensemble Leader


Drum Major

6.  Feeder/Related MOS's:  5517 thru 5566

7.  MISC:  The MOS manual requires the endorsement of a band officer, or senior enlisted Marine filling the billet of the band officer, stating that the individual meets the minimum technical requirements for band officers.

Instructor duty at the Armed Forces School of Music requires exceptional technical proficiency. Instructor duties range from one-on-one instruction in performing on an instrument, to classroom instruction in music, to training students in performing ensembles.  

Duty with a Recruiting District as the Musician Technical Assistant (MTA) is a unique assignment of recruiting musicians for an entire Recruiting District.  MTA’s plan and operate independently over a 6-10 state area, and evaluate entry-level skills requirements for all instruments, requiring advanced technical awareness.

