MCRC FROST CALL 047-98 DATED 16 JULY 1998
(Corrected Copy)

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  RELIGIOUS (E.G. CHRISTIAN) HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION 

       CREDENTIAL POLICY AND TIER PLACEMENT FOR ENLISTMENT 

Ref:   (a) Office of the Assistant Secretary Defense (OASD)

           Memorandum dated 24 June 1998 (NOTAL)

1.  Purpose.  To notify all commands that graduates of religious (e.g., Christian) based Private Institutions are to be considered High School Diploma Graduates (Tier I).

2.  Background.  In April 1996, the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Force Management Policy (OASD/FMP) reviewed the tier placement and reported their findings to Congress.  Recent inquiries from Members of Congress to OASD, has led DOD to believe that the services are not treating and coding religious- based (e.g. Christian) private schools with a 12 year or grade program of classroom instruction, as High School Diploma Graduates (Tier I).

3.  Information.  Graduates of religious-based private institutions are to be considered as high school diploma graduates (Tier I), for enlistment purposes.  The criteria for classifying a high school credential as Tier I is:  "A diploma is issued to an individual who has attended and completed a 12 year or grade day program of classroom instruction; the diploma must be issued for the school where the individual completed all program requirements."  There is NO requirement for state accreditation.

4.  Action.  Religious-based (e.g. Christian) private institutions are tier I, high school graduate producing schools if: (1) they have a 12 year or grade day program of classroom instruction and (2) the diploma is issued to the individual from the school where the individual completed all the program requirements.  These graduates will be coded as 12L's upon graduation and may be enlisted into the DEP as 11S's provided they are in good standing as a senior.  RS's are encouraged to review NCOIC working files for applicants who may have been denied enlistment because they were considered to be Tier II accessions.
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5.  This Frost Call will be in effect until the next formal change to the Military Personnel Procurement Manual (MPPM).

6.  Point of contact is MGySgt M. J. Styka, MCRC Enlisted

Operations Chief, commercial (703) 614-2301, DSN 614-2301.

                                R. W. INGLES

                                By direction
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