          MCRC FROST CALL 043-00 DATED 15 SEPTEMBER 2000

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  MUSICAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANT (MTA) FOR THE MARINE 

       DRUM & BUGLE CORPS, MARINE BARRACKS WASHINGTON DC

Ref:  (a) MCO 1130.53N Enlistment Incentives Order

      (b) Memorandum of Agreement for the D&B MTA

Encl: (1) Monthly Drum & Bugle Corps Report

1. Purpose.  To notify all levels within the Marine Corps Recruiting Command, the establishment of the Musical Technical Assistant (MTA) for the Marine Drum & Bugle Corps, Marine Barracks Washington.

2. Background.  The Marine Drum & Bugle Corps (D&B) also known as the “Commandants Own” is a unique military music organization.  Presently it is the only drum & bugle corps in the Marine Corps.  Previously, the D&B conducted auditions and canvassed for applicants under the MEOP but separate from MCRC or the existing MTA’s.  Because the D&B and district MTA’s sought applicants from the same target market, conflicts occurred.  This caused some cases of alleged poaching of MEOP contracts within the “U2” to “U4” option.  Reference (b) established an MTA exclusively for the D&B.

3. Information.  The D&B MTA, MCRC Operations Chief and the D&B Senior Enlisted recently met to establish a working relationship that would foster the achievement of the D&B music mission by MCRC.  The D&B MTA, and all district MTA’s have the authority to audition music applicants for the D&B.  MEOP applicants accepted for the D&B are assigned directly to the D&B at Marine Barracks 8th & I, Washington DC upon completion of MCT.  Because of restrictions on BEQ space, and senior enlisted planning purposes, each District MTA will submit enclosure (1) on a monthly basis (10th of month) to the MCRC D&B MTA.  Any contacts or referrals generated by a D&B site visit or performance will be passed to the District MTA if present.  If the district MTA is not present, any referrals generated by a D&B sight visit or performance will be submitted to the MCRC D&B MTA for action and dissemination.  In the event the MCRC D&B MTA makes contact with an applicant, the appropriate district MTA will be contacted.  When a recruiter (8411) makes contact with an applicant, their district MTA should be contacted.  The MCRC D&B MTA may be contacted for specific information pertaining to the D&B. 

Subj:  MUSICAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANT (MTA) FOR THE MARINE

       DRUM & BUGLE CORPS, MARINE BARRACKS WASHINGTON DC

4. Action.  Effective 1 October 2000, the District MTA’s will forward enclosure (1) to MCRC D&B MTA (no later than 10th) for submission to the D&B at Marine Barracks Washington DC (no later than 15th).  Any changes in status must also be reported, i.e. previously single, now married.  Additionally all audition sheets will be forwarded to MCRC D&B MTA as they occur.  

5. Point of contact is SSgt J. A. Rangel, MCRC D&B MTA, Enlisted Operations, at (703) 784-9403.

                               S. B. WITTLE

                               By direction
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