MCRC FROST CALL 028-99 DATED 19 APRIL 1999
From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj: NAME CHANGE FOR ENLISTMENT OPTIONS PROGRAM (EOP)

      ARTILLERY SUPPORT; PROGRAM ENLISTED FOR (CK) AND 

      ENLISTMENT BONUS PROGRAM (EBP) ARTILLERY SUPPORT (E4)

Ref:  (a) MCRC Frost Call 050-98

1.  Purpose.  To disseminate information concerning the name change for (EOP) Artillery Support (CK), and (EBP) Artillery Support (E4).

2.  Background.  Last FY, MCRC attained 28% of the Artillery Support EOP requirement.  This resulted in serious FMF shortages of the 0842, 0844, 0847, and 0861 MOSs.  Currently, MCRC has attained 36% of its Artillery Support requirements.
3.  Information 
    a.  The reference is the FY99 Enlistment Incentive Program Plan.

    b.  It is believed that the present name of the Artillery Support Program is not appealing to many applicants.  In order to increase the propensity to consider enlistment into the CK EOP and E4 EBP, MCRC has changed the name of the programs from “Artillery Support,” to “Fire Direction/Control Specialist.”
    c.  In order to increase attainment for these programs, the 0800 MOS OccFld sponsors are determining the feasibility of lowering the score requirement of GT 110 to GT 105.  If authorization is granted, MCRC will immediately disseminate the new requirement by Frost Call.

d.  Recruiters are reminded that there is an EBP equivalent to the CK program (PEF E4).  This EBP awards $5,000 to a Marine once a hard MOS (0842 or 0844) is obtained and assigned to his first unit.  Recruiters are highly encouraged to fully exploit this asset.

Subj: CHANGE OF NAME FOR PROGRAM ENLISTED FOR (PEF) FOR

      ARTILLERY SUPPORT ENLISTMENT OPTION PROGRAM (CK) AND

      ARTILLERY SUPPORT ENLISTMENT BONUS PROGRAM (E4)

    e.  MCRC will consider criteria waivers up to 5 points for the GT, for applicants that are otherwise well qualified, for either the EOP or EBP Fire Direction/Control Specialist Programs.

4.  Action.

a.  Each RS/District will screen their DEPs for applicants with Open Contracts, or assigned other EOPs that are qualified for the CK and E4 programs, or for criteria waiver consideration.

b.  Recruiting Stations must be cognizant that a change of program name, in itself, is not the key to cause this program to be effective or attractive.  Recruiting personnel need to be aware, that the MOSs that fall under “CK” 0842 Field Artillery Radar Operator, 0844 Field Artillery Fire Control Man, 0847 Artillery Meteorological Man, 0861 Fire Support Man and under “E4” 0842 Field Artillery Radar Operator and 0844 Field Artillery Fire Control Man are more of a highly technical MOS, unlike the 0811 Cannoneer.  Training at the RS Level,  i.e. inserting notes in sales books, PKSB entries, etc., will also enhance the feasability of increasing the overall manning level of this enlistment option program.      

c.  On enclosure (2) of the reference, change name “Artillery Support” under the CK program of the EOP, with “Fire Control/Direction Specialist.”

d.  On enclosure (2) of the reference, change name “Artillery Support” under the E4 program of the EBP, with “Fire Control/Direction Specialist.”

5.  This change will be reflected in the Enlistment Incentives Program.

6.  Points of contact are Captain Moore or Staff Sergeant La Combe at (703) 784-9403 or DSN 278-9403.






 G. K. CUNNINGHAM
                               Chief of Staff
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