MCRC FROST CALL 019-00 DATED 2 MARCH 2000

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  ENLISTMENT BONUS PROGRAM AND MARINE CORPS COLLEGE

       FUND PROGRAM 

Ref:   (a) MCO 1130.53N Enlistment Incentives Program 

Encl:  (1) SOU for Enlistment Bonus Program linked with 

           Marine Corps College Fund 

1.  Purpose.  To notify all levels within the Marine Corps Recruiting Command, the implementation of linking the Enlistment Bonus Program (EBP) with the Marine Corps College Fund (MCCF) as an enlistment incentive.

2.  Background.   As competition remains keen for enlisted accessions, both the Army and Navy unveiled bonus programs combined with college fund options.  MCRC requested the authority to link bonuses with college funds.  This plan would simultaneously give recruiters a balanced option against the competition while still attracting high quality applicants into critical occupational fields. 

3.  Information. The authority to link Enlistment Bonus Programs and Marine Corps College Funds was granted on 

1 March 2000.  The current Enlistment Bonus Programs (EBP), minus the seasonal ship bonuses, can be linked with the Marine Corps College Fund (MCCF).  This will allow high quality applicants the opportunity to receive upwards of $6000 as an enlistment bonus and $50,000 for college.  The Recruiting Station must have both an EBP and a MCCF in their RS or District inventory.  Enclosure (1) will be the new Statement of Understanding (SOU), for the linkage of these two programs.  Applicants must meet all the requirements for each program singularly as well as simultaneously. 

4.  Action.  Effective 1 March 00, the linking of the EBP and MCCF is authorized.  New enlistments, and members of the Delayed Enlistment Program (DEP) currently enlisted under BZ, E1, E3, E4, E6, and E7, are eligible for the addition of the MCCF (PEF 59) provided a MCCF exists in RS/MCD inventory.  The Enlistment Bonus Program PEF Code 
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for the specific bonus program will be annotated in ARMS, on the USMC ENLISTMENT ENTRY (Part 2 – CONTRACT DATA) in the block PEF.  Requests for MCCF linkage to an existing Enlistment Bonus Program will be forwarded to District ARMS Operators who will consult with MCRC Enlisted Operations, Program Section, to have the PEF Code of 0059, entered into the ARMS USMC ENLISTMENT ENTRY (Part 1 – CONTRACT DATA) MOS QUAL WAIVER block.  This block is not available to users below MCRC level.  Program Enlisted For (PEF) coding for the DD Form 1966/1 for EBP/MCCF Program, will be the same as EOP/MCCF combination, i.e. 59BZ, 59BZF.

 5.  Point of contact is MGySgt M. J. Styka, MCRC Enlisted 

Operations, at (703) 784-9403.

                            S. B. WITTLE

                            By direction                       

