Subj: PROCESSING ENLISTMENTS FOR PRIOR SERVICE, MARINE

      CORPS ENTRY LEVEL SEPARATIONS (ELS) APPLICANTS

MCRC FROST CALL 017-01 DATED 16 MAR 01

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj: PROCESSING ENLISTMENTS FOR PRIOR SERVICE, MARINE

      CORPS ENTRY LEVEL SEPARATIONS (ELS) APPLICANTS

Ref:  MCO P1100.72B (MPPM)

1.  Purpose.  Notification to all levels within the Marine Corps Recruiting Command of the implementation of procedures to process enlistments for Prior Service, Marine Corps Entry Level Separations (ELS) applicants. 

2.  Background.  Personnel who were separated from the Marine Corps because they did not successfully complete recruit training could not be considered for enlistment prior to 2 years after the date of separation, regardless of the reason for discharge.

3.  Information.  Paragraph 3291.2f of the reference requires applicants who are separated for failing to successfully complete recruit training to wait 2 years after the date of separation before requesting enlistment again.  Often times the reason for discharge is not a permanent disqualification, for example: failure to qualify with the service rifle, or humanitarian circumstances.  Since some of these conditions are often remedied shortly after the recruit returns home, the requirement of a 2-year wait prior to requesting to return to recruit training is unreasonable.

4.  Action

    a.  The Commanding General of each Region has the authority to approve entry level separation waivers under 2 years except those falling under paragraph 3254.4 of the reference (positive urinalysis, drug related, NJP/Courts Martial, discharge for drugs) for which the 2 year wait is mandatory.

    b.  This category of accession is considered as an enlistment, not a reenlistment.  The applicant is processed as an initial accession and must meet initial procurement criteria.

    c.  No individual will be processed for enlistment whose prior separation from recruit training was due to 

psychiatric or psychological counseling and/or hospitalization. 

4.  Point of contact is MSgt J. Bailey, MCRC Enlisted Operations Chief, at Commercial (703)784-9403 or DSN 278-9403.

                              J. V. MEDINA

                              By direction

Distribution:  A

