MCRC FROST CALL 010-00 DATED 14 JANUARY 00

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  FOREIGN LANGUAGE INDENTIFIERS FOR ARMS/DD1996-1

Ref:   (a) DC/S M & RA Memo dated 12 Oct 99

       (b) MCO P1080.20M  MCTFS Codes Manual

1.  Purpose.  To notify all levels within the Marine Corps Recruiting Command, the implementation procedures to identify the self-professed Foreign Language(s), of all accessions to the Marine Corps.

2.  Background.  Reference (a), establishes the need to identify at the accession level all language(s) of Marines. The mechanisms to identify these are already in place but seldom used; the ARMS Enlistment Entry (Part 1) and Block 13 of the DD 1966 Page 1.

3. Information.  The capturing of these languages will be

used to formulate a database at the HQMC level.  This database will possibly allow the Marine to be tested for Foreign Language Proficiency, and if certified could possibly lead to Foreign Language Proficiency Pay.  Marines will be used in situations where there is a requirement to communicate in that language.

4. Action.   All recruiters will ask applicants if they

READ, WRITE or SPEAK any Foreign Languages.  There is no requirement to verify/scrutinize the response, the claim is self-professed by the applicant.  If the applicant enlists into the Marine Corps, and speaks more than 2 languages, the two strongest languages will be recorded on the DD Form 1966, Block 13, in plain language text, i.e. German/ Spanish.  Additionally MEPS LNCO’s will certify and forward the information to RS Operations.  Operations will ensure that the languages are recorded in ARMS Enlistment Entry (Part 1), LANG1 and LANG2 blocks.  Foreign language codes are contained in reference (b), on pages 1-40/41.

5. Point of contact is MSgt J. M. Bailey, MCRC Enlisted 

Operations, at (703) 784-9403.

                            S. B. WITTLE
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