Subj:  AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION (ABA) ACCREDITED LAW SCHOOLS

MCRC FROST CALL 030-03 DATED 4 SEPTEMBER 2003

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION (ABA) ACCREDITED LAW SCHOOLS

1.  Purpose.  To notify all levels within MCRC of the interpretation of SECNAVINST 1120.9A, paragraph 6 (g), and MPPM Chapter 2, sections 2100 (1)(b) and 2101 (2)(b), requiring that a law program applicant obtain a degree from a law school approved or accredited by the ABA. 

2.  Background.  The ABA is the approving body for law schools and grants two types of accreditation, provisional or full.  In the past, MCRC has rejected law program applicants from schools with only provisional accreditation. 

3.  Information.  

a. SECNAVINST 1120.9A details how individuals become USMC Judge 

Advocates.  Paragraph 6 (g) states that one requirement for certification is the individual obtaining a “basic degree in law…from a law school, which at the time of graduation was approved by the American Bar Association (ABA).”        

b. MPPM Chapter 2, section 2100 (1)(b) states that PLC-Law applicants

must be accepted or currently attending “an American Bar Association accredited law degree granting institution.”  Similarly, Chapter 2, section 2101 (2)(b) states that OCC-Law applicants must be currently attending or must have graduated from “an ABA accredited law school.”

 

c. The ABA treats students from provisionally accredited 

schools as if they attended fully approved schools.  ABA, Chapter 1, Standard 102, Interpretation 102-3, states that a “student at a provisionally approved law school and an individual who graduates while the school is provisionally approved are entitled to the same recognition given to students and graduates of fully approved law schools.” 

d. Interpretation 103-1 states that if a provisionally approved school 

was removed from the list of approved schools because it failed to achieve full approval in the five-year period required by Standard 102(b), a student who matriculated at the school while it was provisionally approved and graduated in the normal period, but after approval was withdrawn from the school, would still be considered a graduate of an ABA-approved school. 

  
e. The six provisionally approved schools (Appalachian, Ave Maria, 

Barry, District of Columbia, Nevada-Las Vegas, and Western State) are included on the ABA’s list of nearly two hundred "approved" law schools. 

4.  Action.  Students from provisionally approved law schools will be allowed to apply for Marine Corps’ officer programs; the fact that an applicant is attending a provisionally approved school will be one factor considered in the application but will not be a complete bar to entering the program.   

5.  Point of contact is Capt K.T. Saunders, MCRC, at (703) 784-9449.      

                               
 D. L. MCMANUS

                               
 By direction
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