MCRC FROST CALL 025-03 DATED 19 SEPTEMBER 2003

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  PRE-DEP AND PRE-ACCESSION DRUG TESTING POLICY

Ref:   (a) MCRC Frost Call 021-03 dated 21 May 2003

1.  Purpose.  To notify all levels of the Marine Corps Recruiting Command, of additional guidance relative to pre-DEP and pre-Accession drug testing.  

2.  Background.  Reference (a) outlines MCRC policy regarding pre-service drug involvement and urinalysis testing.  It does not specifically address the funding, advising, supervision, or administering of local drug test by the recruiting force for prospects, applicants, or members of the DEP/SMCR Awaiting IADT.  

3. Information.  MCRC has recently been queried, on policy regarding the use of local laboratories and commercially available kits for the drug testing of applicants prior to processing at MEPS or members of the DEP/SMCR prior to shipping.   Previous discussions within MCRC and the Department of the Navy have concluded that random testing for drugs could potentially violate the prospect, applicant or DEP/SMCR members’ rights.  The drug testing conducted at the MEPS and MCRD’s have more stringent standards, procedures and controls than local tests or kits.  Therefore, it is possible that an individual with a negative result on a local test could test positive on the MEPS or MCRD test.  This scenario can create the appearance of a double standard or give the impression of a possible false “positive” result. 

4.  Action.  Effective immediately, no local drug testing by any means is sanctioned by MCRC for prospects, applicants or members of the DEP/SMCR awaiting IADT.  Recruiters are prohibited from implying, referring, testing, reimbursing or paying for any drug testing procedure for any prospect, applicant, or poolee.  The only Drug Tests authorized, are those currently conducted at the MEPS and the MCRD’s.  

5.  Contents of this frost call will be incorporated into the revision to MCO P1100.72

6.  Point of contact is LtCol S. B. Wittle, MCRC G-3, at DSN 278-9437 or commercial (703) 784-9437.

                                   D. L. McManus

                                   By direction

