
MCRC FROST CALL 024-03 DATED 26 JUNE 2003
(Corrected Copy)

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  PROCESSING REQUIREMENTS FOR PRIOR SERVICE APPLICANTS

Ref:   (a) MCO P1100.72B (Short Title MPPM EnlProc)

       (b) U.S. Code Title 10, Subtitle A, Part II,

           Chapter 31, Section 513

       (c) U.S. Code Title 10, Subtitle E, Part II,

           Chapter 1203, Section 12103

1.  Purpose.  To notify all levels within the MCRC, the processing requirements of all Prior Service Other Service (PSOS) and Prior Service Marine Corps (PSM) applicants into the regular or reserve components of the United States Marine Corps. 

2.  Background.  Reference (a) contains policy, which in some instances allows applicants who have prior service to enlist into the Delayed Entry Program (DEP).  References (b) and (c) describe federal law on non-prior service entry into the regular and reserve component.  The Marine Corps has allowed PSOS applicants who have no remaining Military Service Obligation (MSO) to be enlisted into the DEP.  MCRC was informed; this policy violates USC Title 10.  

3.  Information.  

    a.  The definitions of “prior service” for purposes of regular enlistments into the DEP or Selected Marine Corps Reserve Awaiting Initial Active Duty for Training (SMCR AIADT) are:  

        (1) Individuals who have successfully completed the recruit/basic training sponsored by their former service, reserve or regular component (source document DD 214 or NGB-22); or

        (2) Individuals who have fulfilled their original term of enlistment in an active component and are in the Individual Ready Reserve (IRR), (source document DD 214 or NGB-22); or

        (3) Individuals who completely fulfilled the 8 Year MSO from any component; (source document DD 214 or NGB-22); or

        (4) Those individuals in a reserve component processing with a DD 368 Reserve Clearance must be direct enlistments. 

    b.  The definition of Non-Prior Service for Marine Corps enlistment purposes are: 

        (1) Individuals who have failed to complete a recruit/basic training for their sponsoring service component, and who have a DD Form 214, assigned a reenlistment code, or NGB-22; or

        (2) Former members of the DEP/Reserves AIADT who did not commence active duty/active duty for training, and currently have no contractual obligation, and have formal documentation stating the same (excluding DD 368), ARE NOT considered Prior Service.  
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       (3) Former officer candidate participants, who have attended active duty pre-commissioning training, but are required upon enlistment to attend recruit training.

4.  Action.  Effective 1 Jul 03 the following actions will be taken:

    a.  All applicants with Prior Service, as described in paragraph 3a above, will be processed through the MEPS. 

        (1) Applicants meeting this prior service criterion will have their MEPCOM 714 A-E, and DD Form 1966/1, Blocks B: Prior Service, annotated: YES.  Those not meeting this criterion annotate: NO.  The control desk at MEPS will annotate an “N” status as Prior Service Member (PSM) when informed by DMDC.  The “N” status will be cleared in MIRS by the MEPS LNCO as not meeting MCRC definition of Prior Service.

        (2) Once prior service applicants are processed and fully qualified, they will be in a Qualified Not Enlisted (QNE) status.  Once all lab tests (DAT/HIV) are completed, these applicants can be scheduled and processed as a DIRECT ENLISTMENT (contract and shipper).  

Prior Service are not allowed enlistment into the Delayed Entry Program (DEP Regular) or Selected Marine Corps Reserve awaiting Initial Active Duty Training (IADT Reserve) in accordance with references (b) and (c).  There are no exceptions to this policy.  

    b.  Applicants with Non-Prior Service, as described in paragraph 3b above, will be processed applying initial enlistment criteria. 

        (1) Applicants who have received an Entry Level Separation (ELS) prior to completion of recruit/basic training are eligible to enter the DEP or SMCR AIADT, with the appropriate waiver, but for a maximum of 90 Days.  

        (2) Members of a reserve component who have not commenced active duty, but are processed with a DD 368, in lieu of a discharge certificate/letter must be direct enlistments since they are currently contractually obligated.

    c.  All applicants with previous prior service (whether meeting the Marine Corps definitions of prior service or not), will have the      DD Form 1966/1 Blocks 18b and 18c (Active Duty Service Date and Pay Entry Date), adjusted to reflect their previous prior service time.     

    d.  Prior Service Marines are also prevented from reentering the DEP, and will follow guidelines contained in MCO 1130.80A. 

5.  This frost call will be incorporated in revision of reference (a).

6.  Point of contact is LtCol S. B. Wittle, MCRC G-3, at commercial (703) 784-9403 or DSN 278-9403.

                                     S. B. WITTLE

                                     By direction
