MCRC FROST CALL 021-03 DATED 21 MAY 2003

From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  PRE-SERVICE DRUG INVOLVEMENT, MEPS DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST 

       (DAT) AND URINALYSIS TESTING AT RECRUIT DEPOTS

Encl:  (1) Drug Masking Information Paper dated 31 Mar 2003

1.  Purpose.  To notify all levels of the Marine Corps Recruiting Command of guidance relative to pre-service drug involvement, MEPS DAT and MCRD urinalysis testing.

2.  Background.  All applicant pre-service drug involvement is annotated on the Marine Corps Drug Abuse Screening Form.  The Department of Defense mandates all applicants processing at the MEPS will be subject to a Drug and Alcohol Test (DAT).  Marine Corps policy also includes testing all recruits within 48 hours of their arrival at the recruit depots.   

3.  Information.  Information has recently been received that applicants have used “masking” procedures to attempt to alter the results of MEPS DAT and MCRD urinalysis testing.  Screening procedures must be vigilant and thorough to ensure Marine Corps recruiters have captured the full extent of applicants pre-service drug history. 

4.  Action.  Any applicant seeking information relative to procedures that could “mask” the results of the Drug and Alcohol Test (DAT) conducted at the MEPS, will be referred to the RS Operations Officer.  Processing will only continue after full disclosure of pre-service drug involvement, including drug type, amount used, last date(s) of use, and after any required drug waivers.  Applicants found to have used a “masking process” will be discharged from the DEP/SMCR awaiting IADT immediately.  Any recruit discovered to have used a masking process to attempt to alter the MCRD urinalysis will be discharged from recruit training.  Recruiters are prevented under Article 84 UCMJ, from any involvement that could be germane to altering, masking or changing the results of the applicant DAT Test at the MEPS or the recruit Urinalysis conducted at the MCRD’s.

5.  This frost call is cancelled upon the release of the MPPM  P1100.72C revision.

6.  Point of contact is LtCol S. B. Wittle, at commercial (703) 784-9403 or DSN 278-9403.

                                D. L. MCMANUS

                                By direction
