MCRC FROST CALL 004-99 DATED 4 NOVEMBER 1998
From:  Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command

Subj:  ENLISTMENT OF NATIONAL GUARD YOUTH CHALLENGE PROGRAM             (NGYCP) APPLICANTS WITH GED'S, AND HOME SCHOOL DIPLOMA 

       APPLICANTS, AS TIER I HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA GRADUATES

Ref:   (a) MCO P1100.72B MPPM

Encl:  (1) Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense, 
           Military Personnel Policy Memo of 16 October 1998
1.  Purpose.  To notify all commands of the change in DoD accession policy for applicants who have earned a GED diploma through the National Guard Youth Challenge Program (NGYCP), and Home School Diploma Graduates.

2.  Background.  On 1 October 1998, enclosure (1) authorized a five year test program allowing each service to access 1,250 applicants annually.  These applicants will be NGYCP graduates who earned while in the challenge program, a General Equivalency Diploma (GED), and Home School Diploma Graduates.  Congress has directed the Center for Naval Analyses (CNA) to collect and analyze data for the five-year pilot program.  
3.  Information 

    a.  Prospects/applicants under this provision will be classified as Tier I's for reporting purposes of education credentials, enlistment eligibility, and benefit entitlement. Treat them as other High School Diploma Graduates (HSDG), Tier I.  See Table 3-6 (Rule 1) of the reference for minimum mental qualifications for Tier I High school graduates.  These applicants are not required to have completed the 10th grade at a traditional high school.  

    b.  National Guard Youth Challenge Program (NGYCP) applicants who earned a GED while in the challenge program can only be enlisted upon completion of the NGYCP.  They must have the National Guard Youth Challenge Program Certificate declaring them as graduates of the challenge program.  They must not be enlisted as a high school senior while undergoing this program.  However, they can enlist while undergoing the program if they meet current Tier II/III standards outlined in reference (a).
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   c.  Home School Diploma Graduates must possess either a local, state, or nationally accredited Home School Association or School Board Diploma.  Transcripts must accompany the Home School Diploma for verification procedures.  If an applicant does not possess a diploma as defined above, the credential and transcripts must be forwarded, via the chain of command, to MCRC (EnlOps) for an education credential determination.  Applicants currently declared as home schooled high school seniors can enlist into the DEP, provided transcripts are used to verify the grade completed, along with a local letter from Home School Official/ Parent to verify education status.  This verification must be certified by the RS Commanding Officer or in his absence, his designated representative.  Questionable cases will be forwarded to MCRC (Enl Ops), via the chain of command for education credential determination.     
4.  Action.  To alleviate a major change to the Automated Recruit Management System (ARMS), coding will be as follows:

    a.  ARMS Reporting for NGYCP GEDs:  Code as "12L" and utilize the Special Interest Category second digit using "X".

    b.  ARMS Reporting for Home School Seniors/Graduates:  Code as "11S/12L" and utilize the Special Interest Category second digit using "H".
    c.  DD 1966 Documentation for NGYCP Graduates:
DD Form 1966/1 Contract  (DEP)    Block 12  (i.e. 09X)
DD Form 1966/3 Contract  (DEP)    Section VI-Remarks (i.e. SNA is                                   a graduate of the NGYCP GED                                      Program Education Code 09X) 
DD Form 1966/1 Accession (SHIP)   Block 18i,(i.e. 09X) Block 19,                                   sub-blocks 18,19,20  (i.e 09X)
    d.  DD 1966 Documentation for Home School Graduates/Seniors:

DD Form 1966/1 Contract  (DEP)    Block 12  (i.e. 12H / 11S)
DD Form 1966/1 Accession (SHIP)   Block 18i,(i.e. 12H) Block 19,                                   sub-blocks 18,19,20  (i.e 12H)
The DD Form 1966/1 is the primary source of information for the MEPS MIRS input which ultimately feeds into the Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC).  Enlistments of NGYCP applicants with GEDs and Home School applicants must reflect the actual education 
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level, i. e. 09X or 12H.  The code of 12L for ARMS reporting is used to account for Tier 1 status for NAVMC 5022. 
     e.  Any member of the (DEP) contracted on or after 1 May 98 as a NGYCP graduate with a GED, will be coded as a high school graduate.  NGYCP applicants/DEPPERS who were contracted on or after 1 May 98, and who have already shipped to recruit training, will also be coded as high school graduates.  This will be accomplished by letter correspondence to MCRC (Enl Ops) for manual correction to ARMS.  This allows all applicants of the NGYCP, who were accessed after the effective date, the same benefits which are available to High School Graduates, Tier I.

     f.  Recruiting Stations.  Review NCOIC working files for applicants who may have been denied enlistment because they were considered Tier II accessions. 
5.  Districts and Regions.  Monitor and track the number of NGYCP with GED and Home School Diploma Graduates accessed annually to ensure compliance.  Allocations cannot be exceeded. Fairshare allocations for FY99 of the 1,250 combined accessions of NGYCP with GED's and Home School Graduates, are as follows:

    District/Region #           District/Region #

    1st MCD   177               8th  MCD   225

    4th MCD   203                                  9th  MCD   188
    6th MCD   219               12th MCD   238
    ERR       599               WRR        651 

6.  This Frost Call will be reviewed annually to ensure it meets the established policies.

7.  Point of contact is MGySgt M. J. Styka, Enlisted Operations Chief, at commercial (703) 784-9403, DSN 278-9403.

                                M. D. BECKER

                                By direction
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