MCRC FROST CALL 004-02 DATED 17 OCTOBER 2001
From: Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Subij: CORNEAL REFRACTIVE SURGERY

Ref: (A) Refractive Surgery Policy in the Navy and Marine Corps
for New Accessions. The website is:

http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/ PRK/refractive surgery information.htm
1) wWhat is refractive surgery?

1. Purpose. To notify all levels within the Marine Corps
Recruiting Command, the guidance and documentation required for
submissions of Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED) level waivers
concerning Corneal Refractive Surgery.

2. Background. Corneal refractive surgery is a surgical treatment
for abnormal visual acuity. There are presently four surgical
procedures: Radial Keratotomy (RK), Photorefractive Keratectomy
(PRK), Laser in Situ Keratomileusis (LASIK), and Intra-Corneal Ring
Implants (ICR). Civilian eye specialists are performing all
procedures, but LASIK is currently the most common.

3. Information. Current Department of Defense regulations
stipulate that any form of corneal refractive surgery is considered
disqualifying for entry into the military. However, the Navy/Marine
Corps instituted a policy that allows waivers to be granted for
those applicants that have had the following types of surgery:
Photorefractive Keratectomy (PRK) and Laser in Situ Keratomileusis
(LASIK) provided the following uniform criteria are all met:

(a.) Surgery must have been completed at least three
months prior to entry into the service.

(b.) Copies of all pre-operative notes, operative notes,
and post-operative medical records must be submitted as part of the
walver review process.

(c.) Vision following surgery must be correctable with
glasses (if necessary) to meet the current visual standards for
enlistment. The term “correctable” means that glasses may be used
if necessary to fine-tune the visual acuity even after surgery. If
the use of glasses is still unable to correct the visual acuity to
meet the specified visual standards of a particular program, a
waiver will not generally be granted.



Subj: CORNEAL REFRACTIVE SURGERY

(d.) The results of the surgery must be stable. In other
words, the refractive error (i.e. power of glasses) must not still
be changing. In particular, the applicant must show evidence of two
separate refractions having been performed at least one month apart
after surgery, and there can be no more than 0.50 diopters
difference in the measurement of sphere or cylinder.

(e.) There can be no Complications present as a result of
the surgery, such as difficulty with night vision, glare symptoms,
scars or other conditions that interfere with visual function.

(f.) The amount of refractive error (i.e. myopia,
hyperopia, or astigmatism) that was present before surgery cannot
exceed the current visual standards for entry into the service. In
other words, if the amount of nearsightedness, farsightedness or
astigmatism before surgery was greater than what Navy and Marine
Corps standards allow, the applicant will still be disqualified,
even if the visual acuity results after surgery are very good. Why,
because the risk of other diseases of the eye associated with very
high degrees of refractive error are not reduced as a result of
having had refractive surgery.

4. PRK and LASIK are the only forms of corneal refractive surgery
waiverable at this present time. Waivers for RK are no longer being
considered. ICR will not be waiverable until more data proving
their safety and efficacy in the military is available.

5. Those applicants that received a waiver for (LASIK) corneal
refractive surgery are disqualified for any aviation option that
states, “to be eligible for the option the applicant must
successfully complete a flight physical”. Those applicants that
received a waiver for (PRK) corneal refractive surgery maybe
qualified for the aforementioned aviation option, but require a
MCRC level program criteria waiver for the option.

6. Point of contact is MSgt J. T. Allan at (703) 784-9403 or DSN

278-9403.
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